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T

his is certainly an impressive
tome, measuring 3lcm by 23cm
and weighing in at 3.5kg, hardbound
with stylish dust jacket.
The focus is on the turret clocks of
Thomas Cooke but additional material
is included as he was, essentially,
a scientific instrument maker who
also made turret clocks. Perhaps his
background in scientific instruments
is why his turret clocks are of such
outstanding quality. The aim of the
authors was to photograph every Cooke
turret clock they could find. They must
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be applauded for the quantity they
have found and recorded, and for this
valuable source of information they
have created. The book covers both the
life of Thomas Cooke and the history
of the company up to the time it was
incorporated and this includes clocks
made by Barnard Cooke, brother of
Thomas. Although Thomas died in
1868, the company was continued by
his sons although, eventually, the turret
clock business was taken over by Newey
when Thomas' son, Charles Frederick
Cooke, retired.
The first six chapters provide a
background, detailing his rise, by
self-education, and how he set-up in
business with help from his uncle-in-law
as an optician. Following a fire at York
Minster in 1840, a decision was made
to replace the damaged clock with one
by John Moore, but this was found to
be less than satisfactory. The reputation
of Thomas Cooke was such that he was
asked to investigate and, subsequently,
he provided a detailed analysis of the
problem. The resulting modifications
by Cooke and Barnard
proved
completely satisfactory. The first turret
clock to be manufactured by Thomas
Cooke wasn't for a further 12 years, in
1852, for the school at Felling Chemical
Works. Unfortunately the history of
the clock is unknown following the
demolition of the building. These
chapters provide a well-researched
background to Thomas Cooke in both
his personal and business life.
Chapters seven, eight and nine
are the detailed record of the turret
clocks researched in chronological
order of manufacture, with the aid of
the Cooke order book.' The record
starts with a summary of the order
book and pictorial views of the many
different frames that were used. Even
the stories behind clocks that have been
lost generally cover a number of pages.
The photographic record of each of
the 123 clocks visited follow a pattern
providing the context by an external
view of the building or church, together
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Figures 1 and 2. Details of clocks in

Manchester

and York

with a close up of the external dial. The
large format book allows tremendously
detailed photographs of the movements
from different angles, together with
close ups of escapements and other
interesting features. On occasions,
a single photograph takes up almost
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the whole page and are of the highest
quality. They allow the reader to
analyse the movement at leisure. Having
spent many hours scrambling up dark
routes to photograph turret clocks I am
full of admiration for the authors in
their achievements. Limited technical
descriptions contained in tabular form
accompany each movement. There are
few captions because the photographs
really are sufficient in themselves. In
addition to the photographs there is
often the background story providing
interesting notes, for example, on
installation and benefactors. Most
of the clocks have separate bearing
blocks for ease of assembly, and many
have epicyclic maintaining power. An
interesting item is the limited detent

Clock number 78.

All Saittts' Chun:h, Stt:adbrokc,Suffolk,

1872.

locking arrangement used for setting
the time. A number of escapement
types were used, including a single
three-legged gravity, a single five
legged gravity, pin wheel and dead beat
with rollers. Lantern pinions were quite
often adopted, although no noticeable
difference is apparent in the mating
wheel teeth form. The considerable
time I spent digesting the diverse details
of all the clocks in their varied locations
was a very enjoyable exercise and can
be thoroughly recommended. The book
may justly be considered as a valuable
reference work, and the index provides
a ready means of locating individual
clocks. A summary of lost clocks is
expanded to provide details oflocations
where clocks by T Cooke & Sons
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were believed to have been installed.
Chapter nine includes descriptions
and photographs of two turret clocks
of the substantial numbers made for
the General Post Office between 1862
and 1876, although these have now all
been replaced. The style of these small
timepieces differs markedly from their
larger counterparts, and is more akin to
domestic clocks. Another ex GPO clock
housed in a large longcase type case in
private ownership is photographed.
It is believed that Barnard Cooke
initially trained as a cabinet maker but,
around 1846, worked for his brother
Thomas and described himself as an
optician. Around 1862 he set up in
business in Hull, and chapter ten then
goes on to provide a record of the
B. Cooke & Son Turret Clocks. He
appeared to favour the single 4-legged
gravity escapement, but also included
are dead beat escapement movements.
It is not known if the two businesses
were connected, however, looking at the
12 Barnard Cooke & Son turret clocks
recorded, a great many of them feature
great similarities to clocks by Thomas
Cooke & Sons.
Out of the 584 pages, the details
of the 123 clocks covers some 464
pages, around 80% of the book, again
emphasising the stated target of the
authors.
Chapter 11, 'AHistorical Perspective',
brings the business into the twentieth
century, with the only Cooke name
remaining being Cooke Optics Ltd,
without
any
family
connection,
although B Cooke & Son is still trading
in marine instruments, sales servicing
and certification.
There are a number of appendices
that include, for example, details of his
many products, obituaries, will and a
transcription of his order book amongst
other subjects.
The final chapter provides a lengthy
bibliography .
It should be apparent from the above
that I enjoyed reading this book and
find myself going back just to look at
the pictures, or to examine particular
features, or to read again the many
footnotes and acknowledgements that
contributed to the story of each clock.
ENDNOTE
1. This is stored at the Borthwick Archives,
University of York, reference VIITC/SIlIl

Figures 3 and 4. Details of cfocks in Suffolk
and Lincolnshire.
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