
William Joyce of Cockshutt William Joyce (c1691—1771) is the first of the Joyce family of 

clockmakers in Shropshire for whom concrete evidence has been 

traced.  

He learned his trade in Wrexham, just over the border in 

Denbighshire, but moved back to Cockshutt following the death of 

his uncle, Arthur Joyce, who left William property in the village. 

A sundial in Cockshutt churchyard was made by William in 1724 in 

thanksgiving for the birth of his son Arthur who was born around 

the time of the move back from Wrexham. 

William’s first son, John, carried on the family business in 

Cockshutt. 


